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such. Hence it is a science by itself, and yields results only
when systematically pursued.

The correspondent, who has dared to marry a dew-
dasi, deserves to be congratulated. He should be satisfied
with the approbation of his own conscience and live down
the prejudice against him and his wife.

Harijan, 14-9-'34

76
LEGALIZED PROSTITUTION
Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi furnishes one more proof of
the very high expectations formed of Congress ministries.
People have a right to form such expectations. Even
opponents of the Congress have admitted that they are
standing the test well. The Congress ministries seem to be
vying with one another in adopting ameliorative measures
so as to make their administration respond to the real
Indian environment. Dr. Muthulakshmi has issued a public
appeal to the Madras ministry to pass her Bill which puts
a stop to the immoral custom of dedicating devadasis to a
life of shame. I have not examined the Bill. But the idea
behind is so sound that it is a wonder that it has not
yet found a place in the statute book of the Southern
Province. I wholly agree with Dr. Muthulakshmi that the
reform is as urgent as prohibition. She recalls the fact that
the present Premier spoke out many years ago in strong
terms against the evil practice. I know that he is no less
eager now that he has some power to deal with it legally.
And I hope with her that before many months have passed
the devadasi system will cease to have legal sanction.
Harijan, 25-9-'37